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This edition of our newsletter has as its theme "Kindness", with contributors 
telling us about a variety of kind acts. God has been very kind to South Gate 

over many years. One recent gesture of kindness was when Rev. Curtis 
Bablitz agreed to be our Interim Moderator.  We welcome him to this 

position and very much look forward to working with him in the days ahead. 
 

 

 
The New South Gate Interim Moderator—by Curtis Bablitz 
 

Dear friends, 

My name is Curtis Bablitz and I am happy to be serving as the Interim 

Moderator for The South Gate Church.  I just wanted to write a short 

introduction here so you’ll know a little bit more about me.  I grew up in 

Vancouver, BC, where I worked for many years at Camp Douglas, a 

Presbyterian church summer camp, and attended seminary at 

Vancouver School of Theology.  I’ve been the minister at Brant Hills 

Presbyterian Church in Burlington for almost ten years, and I am 

currently serving as the convenor of the board of Camp Kintail, our 

Synod camp.  My wife, Johanna is an elementary school teacher and 

we have two boys – Calvin is five years old, and Lewis will turn one in October.   

 

As Interim Moderator, it’s my job to help your church discover God’s good plans for the future, 

and help you to continue worshipping together and loving your neighbours and one another until 

we know what that future will be.  Of course, this is a whole lot harder to do during a pandemic; 

all the old ways of doing church have been turned upside down over these past fifteen months, 

and it’s hard to know what the world and the church will look like when we eventually get back to 

ordinary life.  Fortunately, God has given us gifts of technology to help us stay connected across 

the distance. The separation we’ve all endured during this pandemic has helped remind us how 

precious it is to be able to worship together as God’s people and celebrate His love.  I know that 

day when we can do that once more is coming closer, and I am looking forward to meeting 

many of you when we are able to gather in person.  Until then, if you have any questions or 

concerns, please feel free to contact me, and please pray for me as I help lead your Session in 

discerning our way forward.   

 

God bless you and stay safe until we can meet face to face! 
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APCE February 4-6, 2021—by Teresa Robson 
 

This year was my first experience at APCE which 
stands for Association of Presbyterian Church 
Educators. The Hamilton Presbytery sponsored me to 
attend the conference.  Due to the pandemic, this was 
the first time using Zoom and for that reason many 
more people could attend APCE. Here are some of 
the highlights from my experience. 
 
Each day there was a worship service, speaker and 

workshops to attend as well as a variety of other things to experience, such as, chats with 
the speakers at the end of the day, break out type rooms with other participants and 
Marketplace to purchase books and other resources.  
 
I attended three workshops:  

1. Spirituality in our Third Thirty: our best asset as we age  
2. Navigating Difficult Conversations  
3. Horizon’s Bible Study: what my grandmother taught me: Learning from Women in 
Matthew’s Genealogy of Jesus 

 
Preparing to age better was the main topic of Spirituality in our Third Thirty. This workshop 
was led by Chris Pomfret. We discussed what spirituality is and whether our spirituality is 
dependent on our faith. We decided it was a very personal thing. We each had our own idea 
about what spirituality is and how it is connected to our faith.  
 
Barbara A. Wilson led us in Navigating Difficult Conversations. We learned that dignity does 
not mean respect, everyone is born with dignity but respect is earned. We must engage with 
people in a way that honours dignity of the people we are talking to. Critical self-reflection is 
needed as followers of Jesus. We must be aware of stereotypes within us that affect our 
conversations in difficult matters. 
 
I really enjoyed the Bible Study workshop led by Merryl Blair. Hebrew narrative was told by 
story tellers through story. We read a passage in Ruth about Naomi instructing Ruth to go to 
Boaz’s field. We learned that when a theme is important it will be repeated throughout the 
passage. It was interesting to experience Bible study in this way.  I now watch for repetition 
in the scripture I read to see what the important themes are. 
 
The speakers and their topics were:  
1. *Bruce Reyes Chow: Enduring to Embracing Post-pandemic Life, Here to Hybrid 
2. Warren Chalkien: Diversity, Inclusion, Equity = Belonging 
3. Amy Kim Kyremes-Parks: Anything But Ordinary Time 
 
It would be too much to get into great detail as to what each speaker had to say. They were 
all excellent. I can say that from Enduring to embracing Post-pandemic life I learned about 
Hybrid worship and how things may look when we get back to in-person worship. Stay 
connected with grace, patience and understanding. 

 
(continued…) 
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The Diversity speaker made me look at racism in a more critical way. LIPS is an acronym 
for Language, Institutions, Policies, Symbols. We cannot just say sorry we must do 
something about it. 
 Language: example African American vs American. Isn’t everybody American? 

Institutions: example police force vs police service 
Policies: a lack of policy is also a policy 
Symbols: anything that carries meaning to a specific society or culture 
 

The speaker showed us a video from YouTube about a white woman in a dog park calling 
the police to say she is being threatened by a black man. What she neglected to say is the 
black man had asked her to put the leash back on her dog because this was not a leash 
free park. There were negative consequences for this woman after the video was released. 
It is a sad comment on society when a person of colour feels they have to film an encounter 
such as this because the person of colour is usually viewed as the person in the wrong.  
 
The take away here is that injustice can be analyzed through LIPS. The speaker pointed out 
that change will happen only when we stop and take time to speak to people. Instead of 
calling someone a racist, which causes them to defend their stance, try asking the person 
about what they did that could be perceived as racist and how to change it. Making people 
think; then change can begin. 
 
The final speaker had us breathing and dancing which helped us get grounded. She then 
told us her story of trauma and healing. Briefly, she told us that following an ordinary pot 
luck supper at her church while the adults were cleaning up in one room and the children 
were playing in another, the noise level seemed louder than usual to Amy Kyremes-Parks, 
so she went to see what was going on. There was a person, not one of their members, with 
a knife. Amy led the person away, calmly, outside, so the children would be safe and waited 
for the police. The person was taken away and charged by the police. Amy followed up in 
court and prayed for the young woman who had brought the knife to her church as well as 
for this woman’s family. Amy herself needed counselling to deal with this traumatic event. 
She had to untangle what had happened. She said that we should all make a list of things 
we need to untangle in our lives to make room for hope and love.  
 
The worship services were wonderful, and attending the evening chats with the speakers 
was informative too. People had questions and the speakers had the opportunity to 
answer.  
 
Our hosts, Thom and Ann Cunningham, introduced each event to us. There were comedic 
moments and in the end they both wound up in “Bucky the Beaver” costumes.  I’m not sure 
why Bucky was chosen for the joke here but it was very entertaining to watch.  
 
I’m glad I had the opportunity to attend APCE this year and if they have a Virtual conference 
next year I will certainly consider attending. 

 
 
 
 
*Ed. note: In doing online research about professional speaker Bruce Reyes Chow, his book, “In 
Defense of Kindness:  Why It Matters, How It Changes Our Lives, and How It Can Save the 
World”, sounds like an interesting read.  More about his life and work can be found on his 
website: https://reyes-chow.com/ 

https://reyes-chow.com/
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Thoughts on Being Kind--Compiled by Molly Shannon  
 

“Kindness in words creates confidence. Kindness in thinking creates profoundness. 
Kindness in giving creates love.” –- Lao Tzu   
 

“Wherever there is a human being, there is an opportunity for kindness.” –-  
Lucius Annaeus Seneca  
 

“Treat everyone with respect and kindness. Period. No exceptions.” –- Kiana Tom  
 

“Be kind, for everyone you meet is fighting a harder battle.” ― Plato  
 

“Be kind whenever possible. It is always possible” –- Dalai Lama  
 

“Kindness is choosing to acknowledge and celebrate the beauty in others. — Raktivist   
 

“Kindness makes a fellow feel good, whether it’s being done to him or by him.” –-  
Frank A. Clark   
 

“No act of kindness, no matter how small, is ever wasted.” — Aesop  
 

“Tenderness and kindness are not signs of weakness and despair, but manifestations of 
strength and resolution.” –- Kahlil Gibran  
 

“Kind people are the best kind of people” — Unknown  
 

“My religion is very simple. My religion is kindness.” ― Dalai Lama   
 

“Forget injuries; never forget kindness” –- Confucius   
 

“Be mindful. Be grateful. Be positive. Be true. Be kind.” — Roy T. Bennett  
 

“Life is short but there is always time for kindness.” –- Ralph Waldo Emerson  
 

“Let us practice random kindness and acts of senseless beauty to all we meet.” –- Paul Keller  
 

“True beauty is born through our actions and aspirations and in the kindness we offer to others.” 
–- Alek Wek 
 

 “Kindness gives birth to kindness.” –- Sophocles  
 

“A warm smile is the universal language of kindness.” –- William Arthur Ward  
 

“You cannot do a kindness too soon, for you never know how soon it will be too late.”—
Emerson  
 

‘What wisdom can you find that is greater than kindness?’ — Jean Jacques Rousseau  
 

“A kind gesture can reach a wound that only compassion can heal.” — Steve Maraboli  
 

“Kind hearts are the gardens. Kind thoughts are the roots. Kind words are the blossoms. Kind 
deeds are the fruits. — Kirpal Singh  
 

“There’s no such thing as a small act of kindness. Every act creates a ripple with no end.” — 
Scott Adams  
 

“Love and kindness are never wasted. They always make a difference. — Barbara DeAngelis  
 

“Always try to be a little kinder than is necessary.” — J.M. Barrie  
 

“Kindness is the language which the deaf can hear and the blind can see.” — Mark Twain 
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Report from the 146th General Assembly--by Brenda Podio 
 

As a commissioner to the 2021 General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in 
Canada I was not sure what to expect from the first ever virtual meeting. I have 
had the privilege of attending two previous assemblies but this one was sure to be 
a very different experience. Not only was it to be held on-line, but also the 
commissioners were to consider some of the most important decisions in many 
years. It was, in fact, historical. 
 

But, besides the one overarching decision to be made with regard to the Remits on same sex 
marriage and ordination of LGBTQI elders and ministers, there were many other reports and issues 
to be dealt with during the Assembly. We heard from the various committees of the Presbyterian 
Church in Canada on issues varying from aboriginal rights and truth and reconciliation, human 
trafficking, use of cannabis, and international affairs, as well as the more administrative topics of 
budgets and pensions. We also enjoyed presentations from Ecumenical guests from around the 
world. It was a very busy four days of business, but each day was also filled with prayer and worship 
and lots of wonderful music. 
 

On Tuesday, day 3, the business was focused on the Remits and in the end both were passed by a 
strong majority of commissioners. It was recognized that this does not come without pain for many 
congregations in the PCC, especially among our ethnic congregations. There are still many 
questions about how we move forward and this is work that will need to continue under God’s ever 
present guidance. 
 

With this decision being reached by the national church, there is still work to be done at the 
congregational level. Congregations, like ours, must now decide whether we will be affirming and 
accept the inclusion of LGBTQI people into marriages and ordination, or whether we choose to 
exercise liberty of conscience in recognizing traditional interpretations of scripture. Whichever path 
we choose it is important that we remember that we are all God’s children and love and kindness 
must rule our discernment for the future. 
 

This is just a very brief snapshot of the work of the General Assembly. I would encourage anyone 
wanting more information to visit the Presbyterian Church in Canada’s website:  
https://presbyterian.ca/ where you can find all the reports as well as presentations and highlights 
from each day. 
 
 

 
PLEASE NOTE: The 2021 General Assembly voted to accept the Remits creating two definitions of 
marriage and also ordination for people who are LGBTQI. Now individual Presbyterian churches 
have the decision to choose which definition they will follow. South Gate's Session feels that this 
important issue needs input from our congregation. This process will be started with online 
discussions with our Interim Moderator, Curtis Bablitz. The first discussion will be held after worship 
on July 4, followed by a second one on August 22. You will have an opportunity to submit questions. 
Please aim to be present.  
 

As written in 2019 and passed at General Assembly in 2021: 
 

Remit 2019 re: Definition of Marriage 
 

The Presbyterian Church in Canada holds two parallel definitions of marriage and recognizes that 
faithful, Holy Spirit filled, Christ centred, God honouring people can understand marriage as a 

covenant relationship between a man and a woman or as a covenant relationship between two adult 
persons. That congregations, sessions, ruling and teaching elders be granted liberty of conscience 

and action on marriage. 
 

Remit 2019 re: Ordination of LGBTQI persons (married or single) 
 

That congregations and presbyteries may call and ordain as ministers and elect and ordain as ruling 
elders LGBTQI persons (married or single) with the provision that liberty of conscience and action 

regarding participation in ordinations, inductions and installations be granted to ministers and ruling 
elders. 

https://presbyterian.ca/
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What Would Jesus Do?--by Kathryn Shanley 

 

Sometimes the church is marching, sometimes it’s bravely burning, sometimes it’s 
riding, sometimes it’s hiding, always it’s learning. 

 
From the hymn, “We Are The Church” by Richard K. Avery &  

Donald S. March 
I am proud to be a Presbyterian. And when I’m struggling to make an important 
decision I often ask myself what would Jesus do in the same situation. I watched 
the General Assembly this past week and many delegates asked themselves that same 
question as they voiced their approval or disapproval of allowing same-sex marriages and the 
ordination of LGBTQI clergy within the Presbyterian Church in Canada. The proclamations 
reminded me more of a United States presidential debate on CNN than a compassionate and 
calm discussion about a pivotal and sensitive decision with an outcome that will affect the lives 
of all Presbyterians, but especially LGBTQI people. 

With tears in my eyes, I watched the heartbreaking testimonials of many LGBTQI delegates who 
have been forced, some for decades, to hide who they are and who they love. Mortified I 
listened to the bullies cherry-picking scripture, comparing LGBTQI delegates to adulterers, 
questioning their DNA, and even suggesting God makes mistakes. If Jesus were on Zoom, I’m 
sure he’d cringe at the thought of excluding any of his children. 

The grace and compassion of the majority far outweighed the disgusting display of hypocrisy 
from the few who needed to publicly voice their disapproval of their fellow Christians who have 
likely sat at meetings with them, eaten with them, shared laughter and tears with them. But 
when push came to shove, didn’t want them in their backyards. The democratic process 
provided every delegate the opportunity to express themselves, but kindness seemed to have 
taken a backseat for some of the dissenters during the discussion.  

Democracy means rule by the people. All of us watched with disbelief as the democratic 
process in the United States was almost destroyed by a tyrannical president who questioned the 
legitimacy of the outcome of the most recent presidential election and who goaded his followers 
into a frenzied violent mob.  

The majority voted in favour of allowing same-sex marriages and the ordination of LGBTQI 
clergy within the Presbyterian Church. After the vote, should Presbyterians who didn’t like the 
outcome thumb the church and leave? Some delegates immediately challenged the decision 
and suggested breaking away from our existing Presbyterian church.  

Democracies do not go to war with each other. If your team loses, do you quit? 
Or do you walk in faith and stay the course? I think Philippians 2:3-4 is worth 
reading: “Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility 
value others above yourselves, not looking to your own interests but each of you 
to the interests of the others.”  

What would Jesus do?  I think Jesus would choose love over hate, kindness 
over hostility, cooperation over dissension.  

We are the church together. 

 

***Please take a moment and click here to watch this heartfelt video, Not All Are Welcome: A Call To 
Confession And Healing For Harm Done“ on the Presbyterian Church in Canada’s YouTube 
channel. The video is described as a “summary from the report of the Special Listening Committee 
re: LGBTQI (also known as “Rainbow Communion”), which was established by the General 
Assembly in 2017 to respond to the call to repent of the harm caused by homophobia and hypocrisy 
in the church.”*** 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=muSNSOCHwnU
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Kindness 
 

Kindness is shown in so many ways  

And is much needed now as Covid 19 strays 

Our smiles are covered, but our eyes can still shine 

But we also have phone calls, texting, emails, or Face Time 

 
A wave to a neighbour, a smile from the car  

When people are lonely, a smile can go far 

Social distance conversations, while waiting in line  

Is one other way being kind, and helps pass the time. 

 
Thanking people for the things that they do 

The grocery clerk, truck driver, they kept working for you 

To make sure that our food chain is keeping us fed 

Be kind to each other is what Jesus said 

 
Lending an ear is planting a seed  

Of kindness that we all one day will need. 

So let us be the one to start this trend  

To be kind to family, stranger, and friend 

 

Be kind to each other, be kind to yourself 

Don’t be the one to sit on the shelf 

Open your heart and let His kindness show 

To the others whose love and kindness they don’t know 

 

by mip (Moira Paterson) 
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Come Together Events: Women’s Missionary Society—by Mary Pomfret 
  

        By the time you read this some of us will have attended the 5th Come 
Together event.  Women from all over Canada have been attending, from 
Newfoundland to Vancouver Island, and one from the U.K.  I think they were 
begun because many groups do not have someone able to host Zoom 

meetings and with the lockdown in the winter, and then again this spring, 
many were feeling very isolated.  The format is much the same as our local WMS 

meetings, with a time of worship followed by mission study.  In May we learned about work 
being done to translate the Bible into some of the languages spoken by small groups of 
indigenous people in Taiwan.  We also learned about work being done with Korean Christians in 
Japan. 
 
In June, we will hear about experiences and challenges of people in various places in times of 
COVID.  First, the Rev. Amanda Currie, past-Moderator of General Assembly, and the only 
Moderator who has served for two consecutive years, will share her experiences of being 
Moderator during the pandemic.  Secondly, we will hear the Rev. Emmanuel Ariel, minister of 
the Jobat Church in India share about how the people in India are coping during the 
pandemic.  He will also talk about how Christians are doing in that predominantly Hindu 
country.  Finally, we will hear Yvonne Bearbull, Executive Director, Kenora Fellowship Centre, 
share about how the people of her community have endured the pandemic and how the 
pandemic has impacted indigenous people.  If these Come Together events continue in the fall I 
will keep you informed. 

  
  

 
Filling Backpacks—by Mary Pomfret 
  
I am hoping that we will be able to return to this local 
mission in the fall. If necessary, we can hold a drop off 
event, as we have done for food and clothing.   
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In A World Where You Can Be Anything, Be Kind--by Molly Shannon 
  

On deciding what school their three children should attend, 
Prince William and his wife Catherine had a complex 
decision to make. Educating a future king, a princess and a 
prince of the United Kingdom, needed careful consideration. 
Factors like the curriculum, teaching staff and the facilities 
were important. The school also had to be conveniently 
close to Kensington Palace, the Cambridge’s London home. 
Then there was the very necessary factor of security 
to consider.   
 

Fortunately Prince George settled in so well at his selected 
school, that two years later, his younger sister, Princess 
Charlotte joined him. Little brother, Prince Louis is expected to 
go to the same school when he is of age. Prince George and 
Princess Charlotte both attend the private school, Thomas’s 
Battersea.  
 

The motto of the school is simple, but most valid, BE KIND. 
From the school’s website it says:  
 

“We seek to nurture in our students a strong set of values, with kindness at the core. Hopefully 
this will eventually encourage them to take up positions of responsibility and leadership, to 
give back to their communities and to make a positive contribution to the world.”   
 

“We expect pupils at Thomas's to be kind; to be good friends to those around them, always 
on the lookout for those in need of a word of encouragement or a listening ear. We expect our 
pupils not to just tolerate, but to celebrate differences, including faith, beliefs and culture.”   
 

“We expect pupils to be unfailingly courteous and polite; to have regard for the needs of others; 
to be responsible for the impact of their behaviour on those around them; to stand back, to hold 
the door open to allow adults through; to be aware of the very young and the very old; to say 
‘please’ and ‘thank you’ without prompting.”   
 

“We expect our pupils to be honest, to act with integrity at all times and to understand the 
rule of law.”   
 

“We encourage all members of the school community to respect themselves, each other, 
our learning environment and the wider community; to respect the right of others to hold 
differing beliefs or views and to develop an awareness of individual liberty.”   
 

As a former teacher, I marvel at these expectations that parents agree to, before a 
child attends this school. When I started teaching in the late 1960s, religion began each day. 
For the younger children it was a simple prayer and Bible story. Older students said the Lord’s 
Prayer and had a Scripture Reading. Religion has now been removed except for private 
Christian schools and the Catholic School Boards. I totally understand and accept the reason. 
As Canada becomes more multi-cultural, it is wrong to force Christianity on pupils of other 
faiths.  With the elimination of religion, however, the opportunity to teach values greatly 
declined.   
 

At Thomas’s Battersea, in London, England, everything that students do is based on values and 
their motto BE KIND. These two simple words decrease the need for lengthy rules, as 
each child is expected to show kindness, be polite, honest and respectful.  
 

My favourite Bible verse is Micah 6:8. In answer to the question, “What does God require 
of you?” the response is: “To do justice, to love kindness and to walk humbly with your God.” 
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The Call of the Christian to Kindness—by Bob Geddes 

 
In the middle of this warm spell, I will share a cooling thought from the annals of South Gate’s 

wondrous history. It was in the middle of winter and there was a 
great snowy storm on a Sunday morning. A small devoted group 
made it out to church. I think there was a power failure as well. 
Instead of a regular service (and a chance to save a sermon for 
another time), we decided to interchange some hymn singing with 
people coming forward and sharing their favourite Bible passage, 
and why. A favourite passage from one person (I recollect it was Bill 
Millar) was Micah 6:8 “…what does the Lord require of you but to do 
justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God.” 
This is the call of the Christian, and they are things we all can do. 
 

I have recently experienced how to “love kindness”. I have so appreciated the kindness of our 
South Gate family members who embraced my recent and sudden interactions with stage two 
colon cancer, and associated surgery. I went into the surgery secure in the knowledge that so 
many were praying for good results, and had shared supportive messages through cards, calls, 
emails and subsequent Facebook posts. I know this carries on to the present time. Lynne and I 
are so thankful for your loving support.  
 
I must also put in a good word for our health system, and the wisdom and skill of the surgical 
team (all female by the way), all the other health professionals, and our family doctor, Dr. 
Yasmeen, who made the initial diagnosis based on a slightly lowered hemoglobin count. There 
is a corporate kindness built into our system as well. 
 
Jesus was put on this earth, in a significant way to heal people. Despite all that life throws at us, 
we know that God is not happy with illness. God has given us ways to understand the 
complexities of the human body, and to work to healing. Through the connection that comes 
through the resurrected Jesus, the Great Physician, God has also given us a special power to 
pray, which is a further healing tool. Lynne and I are so thankful that our friends at South Gate 
are “experts” in this healing art, and we thank you from the bottom of our hearts. 
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Kindness - Above and Beyond--by Dee and Pat Robertson  
 
Since the Pandemic started 16 months ago, lots of things have changed.  Pat and I have had to 
quit our classes at Sackville Senior Center – we were both in the choir and I was in the 
Crochet/Knitting classes. 
 
The next thing was our Church going into lock down.  So there were no in-person services, choir 
practices or general meeting.  It was great when we were able to have the services on-line, with 
Zoom we didn’t feel totally shut-in we could still see some of the congregation. 

  
Our children and grandchildren told us, we were not allowed to do our 
grocery shopping, that they were going to look after all of that.  
 
They cut the grass during the summer and shoveled the snow during 
the winter. 
 

When it came to Christmas shopping – our oldest daughter ordered quite a few things on line – 
that was very hard on us as we always enjoyed purchasing the gifts for the great-grandchildren. 
  
Our oldest granddaughter Stacy did all the grocery shopping, we just made a list and emailed it 
to her and she would bring everything to our home – making sure she wiped everything with 
Lysol wipes before she brought it in our home.  
 
On Christmas Day Stacy brought over our dinner and then 
went back to her moms and we face booked with them (we 
had to wait until she got home) so we ate altogether so to 
speak.  The same thing happened at Easter.  It certainly 
was different. 
 
Thank God for the computers – so we can be able to do 
things like this.  We will be so happy to finally be able to get 
together again. 
 
We have also been able to talk to our granddaughter 
Kristin, and Scott her husband, who live in Lancaster Park, 
Alberta.  We were able to see the two little great-grandchildren Mackenzie and Emersyne.  The 
little ones are growing up so fast. 

 
We are entering another summer and Pat, Stacy and 
I are going up to the cottage to open up. Hopefully, 
by the time the summer is over we will be finished 
with COVID-19.  We have missed our grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren so much we can’t wait to get 
them in our arms for a big hug. 
 
We are so proud of our granddaughter and daughter 
for all they have done and are doing for Pat and I.  
  
God Bless everyone, 
Pat and Deanna Robertson 
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As long as we have memories, yesterday remains. 
As long as we have hope, tomorrow waits. 
As long as we have love, today is beautiful. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
In memory of June Fox 

September 10, 1929 - June 11, 2010 
 

Submitted by Jen Fox 

 

 
 
 

 
Update from the Finance Committee—Heather James, Brenda Podio, Ken Young 

 

Hello everyone, we hope that you are all staying well and enjoying the beautiful summer 
weather we have been experiencing. With vaccine rollout well underway and the province 
beginning to make plans for re-opening, we are hopeful that we will soon be able to be 
together once again for in-person worship.   
 

The Finance Committee and Session continue to monitor the financial health of the 
congregation and in an effort to keep the congregation informed we offer the following information as of 
June 15, 2021: 
 

Year to date income:      $ 28,869.99 
Year to date expenses:  $ 31,333.64  
Shortfall:             $   2,463.65 
 

We thank everyone who has continued with regular offerings either through participation in the Pre-
Authorized Remittance program or by mailing cheques to the church. Your continued offerings help 
to cover our ongoing expenses while we cannot be worshipping in person. Thank you for your 
continued support and prayerful consideration of the financial needs of The South Gate Church.  If 
anyone has any questions please speak to your Elder or any member of the Finance Committee. 
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A Random Act of Kindness—by Molly Shannon 

 
It is usually easy to be kind to those we care about. Whether it is a family member, 
friend, neighbour, or someone at the church, being helpful, being thoughtful, are 
what we do. Random Acts of Kindness, however, are not as common. They can be 
defined as something you do for someone who is a stranger, or something you do 
while remaining anonymous. 
 

My daughter, Jane and her husband, Ryan while on their honeymoon in 2008, were subjected 
to several acts of kindness. As both sets of Ryan’s grandparents were from Italy, it was decided 
to visit Italy after their wedding. The first act of kindness that they experienced was when family 
friends gave them as a gift, the use of their condo, in a beach town on the Adriatic. Their second 
week was spent in Positano and while waiting for a boat to go to Capri, the owner, on learning 
they were on their honeymoon, refused to let them pay for the journey. 
 

An epic Random Act of Kindness happened one night when they visited a restaurant in 
Positano. Friends had told them about a very special restaurant, saying they had to go there. It 
is located high in the hills overlooking the town and the water. You don’t order from a menu, but 
rather have many courses brought to you, that the chef has prepared that evening. Jugs of wine 
accompany the meal throughout. One bonus is that the restaurant sends a mini bus to pick 
people up at their hotels and return them later, making the consumption of wine more 
acceptable, if you don’t have to drive. 
 

Jane and Ryan pondered about whether or not to visit this restaurant. The price was very 
expensive and they thought perhaps they should just have a simple meal of pasta or pizza. 
Then reasoning that the restaurant was highly recommended; that it was the last night of their 
honeymoon; that they had no idea if they’d ever be back this way again, they made a 
reservation and waited to be picked up. 
 

There were others on the mini bus and Jane and Ryan got chatting with a couple who were 
speaking English. They found out that this couple, who appeared to be in their late forties, were 
from the USA and the man had once played professional football in the NFL, for the Miami 
Dolphins. Jane and Ryan in conversation said that they were from Canada, on their honeymoon 
and returning home the next day. 
 

On arriving at the restaurant the couples were seated in different sections. As the lights of the 
town below twinkled in the darkness, the meal began. 
The food was excellent and in great abundance, as 
soup, antipasto, pasta, platters of seafood, veal, 
chicken, beef, veggies, salads and finally dessert 
arrived. The wine put them in a mellow mood and they 
agreed that no matter the cost, it was a most 
worthwhile and memorable evening. 
 

Imagine the great surprise when it came time to pay for 
the meal, to be told that someone else had taken care 
of the bill. The waiter pointed to the couple they had 
met on the mini bus. Ryan went over and thanked them 

for their kindness saying he couldn’t possibly accept their gesture. The man replied, “Too late, 
the bill has already been paid. It was our pleasure to do this for you. Pay it forward one day.” 
 

Jane and Ryan speak of this as being one of the highlights of their time in Italy. Although they 
realized that someone who’d played in the NFL, had made a decent salary in doing so, this was 
such an unexpected thing for these people to do. They’d never met my daughter nor son in law 
before and would never see them again. This was pure and simple, a very spontaneous and 
generous, Random Act of Kindness. 
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WEBSITE NEWS—from Pam Kovacek 

For the summer months, including our weekly online worship services, our meetings for WMS, 
Knit ‘N Nine, and Book Club will continue as usual. Until September, Bible Study has been 
replaced by a weekly Coffee Hour time for keeping in touch with one another. These online 
meetings are listed on the Calendar page of our website and you are very welcome to join any 
or all of these online gatherings. Please contact Mary Pomfret for meeting access information. 

Monthly drop-off dates and times for our Food and Clothing Drive are announced on the 
“Welcome” page of our website.  The need is great for those who are struggling during these 
difficult times, and your donations are one way of doing your part in helping others to make ends 
meet.   

Don’t forget to check out our Twitter link, too, which is administered by Kathryn Shanley! 

Our website is continually updated as often as new information is received. Please let me know 
if you have any additions you’d like to see, or if there are any corrections to make. Heaven 
knows, I try to be perfect but it doesn’t always work out that way, much to my chagrin. 

                                          I’d love to hear from you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

…something to keep in mind  

when we finally return to worship in our South Gate sanctuary? 
 

MRS. PERFECT 

This edition of News from the Pews was formatted by Pam Kovacek, with assistance from Heather 
James, Molly Shannon, Kathryn Shanley, and Dee Robertson as members of the Communications 
Committee.  We are most grateful to Dee Robertson for her support and wish her and Pat a happy 

summer at their cottage." 

https://www.thesouthgatechurch.ca/
https://twitter.com/SGPresChurch

