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“For there is hope for a tree, if it be cut down, that it will sprout again, and that its shoots will 
not cease. Though its root grow old in the earth, and its stump die in the soil, yet at the scent of 
water it will bud and put out branches like a young plant.” (Job 14:7-9) 
 
I have fond memories of once having served as a minister at a 90+ years old congregation. Its best 
feature, like so many of our churches, was the congregation itself. Still, the landscape on which the 
building itself was located was riddled with old tree stumps, a remnant of majestic trees that once 
graced the landscape surrounding this magnificent church building. 
  
I never paid much attention to the stumps, at least for the first while. Why? Thoughts of felling a tree 
and the aging and death of roots were too evocative of loss of vitality in old age, of both people and 
institutions.  
 
My reflection of those days, and those of the tree stumps in the church lawn, are not the same. Perhaps 
it is a direct reflection of my age and the subsequent changes in my perspective of things. It is more 
likely that I am inspired by Job’s response to his friends at the most desolate of time in his life (Job 
14:7-9). Referring to an old tree stump, Job essentially says, there is hope for a tree. For Job, hope is 
something he sees in the growth of new shoots from a cut-off trunk and in the green response of dry 
roots to water.  
 
Job had endured unimaginable calamities in his life-loss of loved ones and all that he has worked for. 
Many of us know all too well that life’s challenges can make us feel all alone, especially when so much 
of our lives are sometimes taken away from us. Yet for Job, just as water enables a seeming dead tree 
stump to come back to life, the assurance of God’s fellowship with him, most especially during the 
difficult times, creates and sustains hope for him.  
  
Our hope also lies in God. The resurrection of our Lord Jesus who was crucified enables us to have 
hope; not even the realm of death was cut off from the power and presence of God. No area of our life 
is isolated from God. As St. Paul says, “nothing will be able to separate us from the love of God in 
Christ Jesus” (Romans 8:35). This, I believe, is the source of our hope now and always.      
  
Rev. Dr. Dong-Ha Kim  
 
Our congregation appreciates that Dr. Kim conducts our worship services over Zoom each Sunday.  We also 
thank him for this article, written for our newsletter.  



  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 Easter 2021 
 
The bitter-sweet journey to the emptiness of the loss, 
As we follow the sad road, He took, toward the lonely cross 
To give up His life, giving salvation to one and all 
Each man, woman and the children so small. 
 
Then, as we wait for His resurrection, as was told 
Our Lord rose from the dead, a wonder to behold! 
He suffered and died for us, forgiving all our sin 
Now we open up our hearts and allow Him to come in. 
 
So in this year of twenty thousand and twenty-one 
Our journey at The South Gate Church has begun 
We are pilgrims on the journey with the heavy load 
We are weary travellers on the dusty road. 
 
Now loud hosannas singing, join in the happy chord 
Palm branches we are waving, as we herald the risen Lord 
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hail! The Lord and King 
Happy voices ringing, to Him, the anthems sing. 
 
As we look to new beginnings in the years ahead 
To follow in His footsteps, in faith, the Bible said 
Jesus our Saviour set an example, from His heavenly seat 
To tell of His great goodness, to everyone that we meet. 
 
mip (Moira Paterson) 
 
                               

                                    Blessings for this Easter season 
 

HOPE 
 

Heaven Ongoing Prayer Eternal 
 

Hope for all, hope for love, hope for peace 
 

                                      Hope for tomorrow, hope for the future 
 
mip (Moira Paterson) 
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Community Outreach  
 
Walmart gift cards are given out to neighbours in need. We began this program again in September 
2020, after a six month interruption. Mary Pomfret and Teresa Robson distribute the cards on a 
Monday, once a month. It was decided this would be a good time to ask the congregation to also drop 
off their food and clothing donations.  John Down joins us during the collection of food and he drives it 
over to Neighbour to Neighbour. Mary distributes the clothing to Mission Services and The Good 
Shepherd, as the Eva Rothwell Centre is not accepting donations at this time. As we are not able to 
fundraise, we are asking for the congregation’s help in supporting the community with these $10 
Walmart cards. Your donation can be included with your offering and should be clearly marked, so that 
it can be assigned to the purchase of the gift cards. Thank you for your continued support to our 
neighbours in need. 

 
Update from the Futures Committee 
 
Hello everyone 

As supported in the recent congregational meeting and approved by the Presbytery of Hamilton, The 
South Gate Church has now reached out to the three churches of interest to enter into amalgamation 
discussions. All three churches have expressed interest in Session-to-Session conversations. Next steps 
for the committee include preparation of a document package to circulate to the three churches and 
request the same from them, the selection of a subcommittee of Session to take part in the initial 
conversations, and the preparation of discussion questions that could be used by our Session 
representatives. 
We are in the very early stages of this process and ask for your prayers and God's guidance as we move 
forward to do his work. 
      
Thanks, 
Ken Young, Co-chair Futures Committee 

 
South Gate Groups 
 
On Zoom: 
Bible Study -  Tuesdays at 10:00 am (Lead: Mary Pomfret) 
Knit and Nine – Wednesdays once a month (Lead: Teresa Robson) 
Book Club – 4th Wednesday of the month (Lead: Teresa Robson) 
W.M.S. – 1st Tuesday of the month (Lead: Mary Pomfret) 
Session – 3rd  Tuesday of the month (Moderator: Rev. John Read, until March 31) 
 
In Person:  
Neighbour-to-Neighbour – drop off (Lead: Mary Pomfret) 
Men’s Group – no meeting but maybe do some painting and clean up around the Church (Lead: John Down) 
 
Email to get invited to a group or receive more information:  southgatechurch@rogers.com  
 



A Hero Who Gave Hope to a Nation 
 
In times of crisis, we need hope and heroes. One of the brightest beacons of hope during the Covid-19 
pandemic was Captain Tom Moore. At age 99, this man living in Bedfordshire, England, decided to do 
his part to help his country. Using a walker, due to breaking his hip in 2018, the Army veteran won 
people’s hearts by walking 100 laps of his garden during the first lockdown in the UK. Tom wanted to 
raise money for the National Health System Charities. The initial goal was £1,000, about $1,750. 
During the 24 days of his fundraising, he made many media appearances and became a household 
name in the UK, earning a number of accolades and attracting over 1.5 million donors. In the final 
tally, Tom’s efforts resulted in £33+ million, worth almost £39 million with expected tax rebates. This 
is $69,500,000. 
 
The simple act of walking to raise money for charity resulted in extraordinary things happening for 
Tom. It was really the man’s spirit and personality that meant more than the actual walking. He was 
credited with lifting the nation's morale and his saying, "Tomorrow will be a better day" trended on 
social media. 
 
A week before his 100th birthday, Captain Tom became the oldest person with a number one hit on the 
UK music charts. His duet “You'll Never Walk Alone”, with the vocalist Michael Ball, took the top 
spot. During a BBC Breakfast Club interview, Prince William described Tom as a one-man fundraising 
machine. His 100th birthday on April 30, 2020 was marked with an RAF flypast and personal greetings 
from the Queen and the Prime Minister. Birthday cards, sent from around the world, totalled 160,000+. 
Tom was appointed as the first Honorary Colonel of the Army Foundation College, Harrogate. He was 
given a Pride of Britain award. Artists across the country created paintings, drawings and murals of 
Captain Tom. A month after his 100th birthday, it was announced that Tom would be awarded a 
knighthood. He would be known as Captain Sir Thomas Moore. On July 17, 2020, he was knighted on 
the grounds of Windsor Castle, in the Queen's first official in-person engagement since the lockdown 
started in March. Later Tom received the BBC Sport’s Personality of the Year award and became the 
oldest cover star for British GQ magazine, as their Man of the Year. 
 
In January, 2021 Captain Tom was being treated for pneumonia and tested positive for Covid-19. By a 
cruel twist of fate, he died of the virus on February 2, 2021.  
 
Captain Sir Thomas Moore did not set out to inspire millions of people. With stubbornness, courage 
and hope, however, he did just that. He united the people of Great Britain and showed that one person 
can truly make a difference.  
 
His two daughters shared the news of his death with this statement: 
 
“The last year of our father’s life was nothing short of remarkable. He was rejuvenated and 
experienced things he’d only ever dreamed of. Whilst he’d been in so many hearts for just a short time, 
he was an incredible father and grandfather, and he will stay alive in our hearts forever.” 
 
May we all aspire to live a life of hope and as the Bible says, “May the God of hope fill you with all 
joy and peace as you trust in him.” Romans 15:13. 
 
Molly Shannon 
 



 
Thank You 

On behalf of Ken and myself and our family I want to thank everyone in the congregation for your support 
during the past few months. All your kind words, cards, emails, phone calls and prayers were a great comfort 
after the loss of my brother, Ted. It is always difficult to lose a sibling and COVID has made these times even 
more difficult, but we have been blessed to be part of the loving family of the South Gate Church and we 
continue to find comfort in being surrounded by such a caring community. 
 
Peace and Blessings, 

Brenda and Ken Podio and family 

 
Zooming with the Moderator   
 
Although many of us had never heard of Zoom a year ago, during the pandemic it quickly became an important 
tool for the people of South Gate. Every Sunday, we gather online for our worship services. Some of us also use 
Zoom for Bible Study, meetings, lessons, work related tasks, book clubs and social meetups.  
 
To connect with Presbyterians across the country, the Moderator of the Presbyterian Church of Canada, 
Amanda Currie, has also been using Zoom this past year. I registered for the service she gave on the first 
Sunday in Lent. Entitled, “Lent with the Moderator: Leaning into the Promise of God,” Rev. Currie spent time 
with fellow Presbyterians from all parts of Canada.  
 
After introducing herself and welcoming the participants, Rev. Currie led a worship service that focused on 
three covenants. The service had the addition of the Moderator’s guitar playing and her pleasant voice, as we 
sang the hymns.  
 
After the worship we went into breakout rooms for discussions, that had us selecting one covenant and then 
answering questions about it. We met again as an entire group and people reported back on the questions, as 
time allowed.  
 
I was fortunate to be in the same group as Amanda Currie. When we introduced ourselves, it was fun to learn in 
which provinces the others lived. This entire experience was a most worthwhile way to spend an hour on a 
Sunday afternoon.  
 
The next session with the Moderator is on April 11, the first Sunday after Easter. I will put information in the 
announcements closer to that date and would encourage you to register. You will enjoy meeting Moderator 
Amanda Currie, who lives in Saskatchewan and others from various parts of Canada.  
 
Molly Shannon 
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The Great Smog of London and COVID-19: Hope in Times of Turbulence 
 
When I first get up in the morning, I open all the blinds and take a good look outside. Living in our new 
COVID-induced reality, I’ve become a pseudo “Gladys Kravitz” if you’re old enough to remember the 1960s 
TV sitcom, Bewitched. Gladys was always peeking out from behind her curtains watching and shouting to her 
husband Abner as her neighbour, Samantha across the street twitched her nose and disappeared in a cloud of 
smoke or conjured up a variety of ancient historical figures. Abner, always arriving a split second too late to 
witness the mysterious acts taking place across the road, thought his poor wife had “flipped her lid.” 
None of my neighbours appear to be witches as I’ve yet to see anything exciting happening like them turning 
each other into squirrels or pieces of lawn furniture. But I can only imagine the startling reaction of the innocent 
residents of London, England who opened their blinds early one December morning in 1952 to be greeted by 
thick dense smog caused by weather and industrial pollution colliding that crippled their city for five frightening 
days from December 5—9.  
 
Ominous headlines flashed across newspapers – Worse than 1866 Cholera: Deaths After Fog wrote the 
Guardian; ’Mercy Drivers’ Answer Fog SOS and The Big Blackout shook readers of the Daily Mirror. Drivers 
abandoned their cars in the streets. People walked to hospitals shaken and choking with lungs full of lethal 
smog. The city surrendered to the suffocating fog. 
 
If you’re a fan of the Netflix series, The Crown you’ll remember an episode depicting the death and devastation 
caused during those fateful days of the Great Smog of London and the slow reaction of the government to help 
calm the chaos. Thousands lost their lives and many people suffered permanent lung damage. 
 
I think what we’re going through right now with the COVID pandemic is really similar to how Londoners must 
have felt during those dark days – helpless and unable to control the outcome of their precarious situation. With 
the loss of some of our freedoms curtailed by this disease, we feel as though our wings have been clipped and 
many of us are anxious, frightened, and lonely. Should we hold out hope for God to help us?  
 
One of my favourite bible stories is when Jesus calms the raging storm after waking from a deep sleep in the 
fishing boat with his disciples who are in an absolute panic as the waves are tossing their boat around as if it 
were a small toy. From the disciples’ behaviour, I’d say they were having a complete meltdown. The disciples 
went and woke him saying, “Lord, save us! We’re going to drown!” (Matthew 8:25). Jesus wondered why their 
faith in God hadn’t kicked in. Did they believe He would not get them safely to the other side of the Sea of 
Galilee? 
 
Without a doubt my faith has been pushed to the limit more than once throughout this pandemic as I think about 
the sacrifices made, the lives lost. And I have struggled to find hope. But I have to believe that God is going to 
come through for us. The Bible is full of stories of Christians and their faith being tested and hope nearly lost. 
We can try and feel hope even if just a glimmer while we grapple with the fear of this deadly virus and how it’s 
affected all of our lives. The people of London, though their hope and resilience had been tested, finally 
breathed a sigh of relief as the weather changed on December 9th and the fog lifted. 
  
Like the disciples in the boat, a catastrophic event has challenged our faith and forced us to dig deep to find it. 
With the COVID-19 vaccine rollout, hope replaces hopelessness. But those who hope in the Lord will renew 
their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be 
faint. (Isaiah 40:31).  
 
The Great Smog of London blindsided the people of London as COVID-19 has done the same to us. Hold on 
and keep the faith. Hope has a very long history. 
 
Kathryn Shanley 



From the National Office: Presbyterian Church of Canada 
 
Dear Friends at South Gate (Hamilton) Pres. Church,                                                                    March 2021 
 
I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in Christ Jesus (1 
Corinthians 1:4).   Every year, through gifts to Presbyterians Sharing, Presbyterians across Canada faithfully 
respond to God’s call to be generous people. We are so grateful for your congregation’s prayers and support. 
Your gift of $12,743 is helping equip congregations, start new faith communities, support international partners, 
empower youth, encourage new ministers, equip theological students, support Indigenous ministries, pursue 
justice – and so much more. Thank you. 
 
Together with individuals and congregations across Canada, the Women’s Missionary Society, Atlantic Mission 
Society and others, you helped raise over $5.63 million for Presbyterians Sharing. The many hours contributed 
by volunteers, staff and committees who worked and prayed together to develop resources, lead events, raise 
funds and participate in outreach ministries, multiplied the impact of each dollar given. When we put our gifts 
into God’s hands, God does remarkable things! 
 
At the beginning of 2020 we couldn’t anticipate the chaos and uncertainty that the global pandemic would 
bring. However, your generosity, combined with decreased expenses and salary support from the government, 
meant that not only were we were able to continue the mission and ministry we had planned, we also provided 
additional support to help congregations and mission partners adapt and respond to the circumstances the 
pandemic created. 
 
Hear some words of thanks from people grateful to God for you: 
“Through this life-changing ministry and the work of our volunteers, we are able to provide hope and support to 
some of the most difficult places in Malawi.” 
The Rev. Joel Sherbino, Prison Ministry, Blantyre Synod, Malawi 
“Our little ministry is unlikely to end poverty or cure schizophrenia. But loneliness and isolation make both of 
those afflictions so much worse. And we can fight those by choosing to connect in the moment we’re given. We 
can feel the Spirit right there with us, delighting in us as we delight in each other.” 
The Rev. Kate McGee, Executive Director, Boarding Homes Ministry, Toronto, Ont. 
“The combination of lectures and breakout groups in the Transform online course, paired with mid-week 
homework and follow-up emails seems to be a really effective means of engagement for today.” 
The Rev. Ken MacQuarrie, minister, Knox, St. Catharines, Ont. 
“We need programs like this in our community! I thank all the people who contribute to WICM and the First 
Steps to Employment program. To have a better society, we need the place and time to deal with underlying 
issues. Thank you for the opportunity to do this!” 
Ruth Magnuson, Executive Director, Winnipeg Inner City Missions, MB 
 
These good news stories are not be possible without your faithful support. Your gifts are a symbol of hope, a 
reminder that we serve a living, vibrant and generous God. I thank God for you, the lives you are touching in 
your community and the love we are sharing together in communities across Canada and around the world. I 
look forward to working with you in 2021 and into the future. 
 
In Christ, 
Karen Plater 
Associate Secretary, Stewardship & Planned Giving Life and Mission Agency 
 
For a short video on Presbyterians Sharing, go to South Gate’s website, or to the YouTube link below.   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YO8D9pAuJvA 
 
 



 
 
 

Have You Checked Out Our South Gate Website Lately? 

www.thesouthgatechurch.ca 

Regular updates are made as information is provided, with: 

·        Information about weekly worship services, including a one-click login to Zoom 
·        “Welcome to Our Lent Garden” from the PCC Synod of CNOB (Central, Northeastern Ontario & 
Bermuda) has been linked on our site. It includes interactive Lent activities for all ages 
·        The 2021 World Day of Prayer has an interesting video link prepared by Christians in Vanuatu 
·        Links for making much-needed donations are listed: Neighbour 2 Neighbour (food drop-off dates, 
Coldest Night donations); Heart & Stroke Foundation; Foodshare 
·        A link to PresbyCan Daily Devotions is available and includes devotional submissions, suggested 
bible readings, and a PrayerLine 
·        Descriptions and activities of our church ministries  
·        Virtual South Gate meetings are included on the Calendar Page and are updated monthly 
·        Previous News from Pews editions are available by clicking on Events/News heading 
·        …and more, as information is made available 

If you have any suggestions about further ideas to include on our website, please let the Communications 
Committee know. 

Submitted by Pam Kovacek 
Website Administrator 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


